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Troutdale Pinnacle ! Why, where's that ? "
This query is almost invariably expressed by fellow-Rucksackers 

and other climbers when this fascinating climb is mentioned. Just 
at the moment the name of the most beautiful of the small valleys 
of the Borrowdale district conveys no idea as to its locality, and 
subsequently when its position is realised it is difficult to associate 
it with a climb so interesting as that of the Pinnacle.

To those of our members who have half or three parts of a day 
on their hands at Keswick, either at the beginning or at the end of 
a holiday, no better way of employing their time could possibly be 
found than in negotiating this problem. If, before leaving the town, 
they will call upon Mr. Ralph Mayson, The Studio, Lake Road, he 
will only be too pleased to give fuller particulars than are contained 
in the following, and, if time permits, lead them up. Indeed, 
Messrs. Mayson and F. Mallinson made the first ascent last year, 
and it is solely through their kindness I have had the pleasure 
of making the climb, whilst I am further indebted to Mr. Mayson 
for supplying the details given.

We had arranged to cycle out to Seathwaite for a day's sport on 
the Napes, but a gloomy south-westerly morning developed first 
into a drizzly and later into a wet day, consequently by the time 
we had reached the Borrowdale Hotel it was very evident that 
Wasdale was out of the question. We accordingly stored the 
machines in the farm buildings immediately preceding the hotel, and 
made for the Pinnacle.

This is situated near the top of the buttress of what, I believe, 
is known on the Ordnance maps as Black Crag, which, as one 
approaches from Keswick, dominates the head of the valley at the left 
hand or south-easterly side. From this direction the easiest way 
will probably be found to follow the beck until opposite the crag,
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when a way upwards should be forced through the trees and 
undergrowth to the scree and foot rocks, and the base of the cliff 
should be followed to the right until a small cairn, marking the 
commencement of the climb, is reached. Coming from Rosthwaite, 
I should say the quickest approach would be to follow the Keswick 
road as far as the drinking fountain, just beyond the quarry, between 
the Bowder Stone and Grange bridge, where a marked track leads 
off for Grange Fell, or, as it is now called, King's How. Proceed 
along this for about a quarter of a mile to the top of the first eleva- 
tion, when, instead of descending to the right by the track, turn off 
to the left, which in a few minutes will bring you into Troutdale, 
almost opposite the Pinnacle.

Two lengths of eighty feet rope were used, though, speaking from 
memory, one 120-foot length should prove more than ample for 
a strong party of three. The climb is interesting and varied 
throughout, and increases in difficulty right up to the finish, the 
only slight detriment being the presence of vegetation in the lower 
portion.

The start commences with an upward traverse of about forty 
feet, bearing to the left, to the first belay, a good spike of rock. 
After this you progress straight ahead over a long sloping nose, and 
from thence bear slightly to the right over some slabs with 
heather patches, where a good belay and resting -place is found 
behind a yew tree. Above this the first serious difficulty occurs, 
consisting of a smooth fifteen-foot slab with tiny ledges, which 
gradually disappear, forcing the climber out on to the left, where he 
makes good behind a small oak tree, which provides a grand belay 
for this pitch and a secure stance for a party of three or possibly 
four. After that follows Amen Corner ten feet of broken rock on 
the left leading to the commencement of the thirty-five-foot slab 
traverse.

This slopes outwardly at an inclination of some forty to forty- 
five degrees, and is fairly clear of vegetation, but to me it proved 
the most serious obstacle of the course, as I only crossed it at the 
second attempt. It would, however, not offer the same difficulty to 
a longer-limbed or more experienced man than myself. The solu- 
tion consists of a small niche, about two feet out and a little lower 
than the take-off, on the face of the slab on which the inside edge





JUST BELOW THE PINNACLE.

ACROSS THE SLAB.
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of the left boot can be placed. One has then to let oneself go 
forward in a head-first position until some finger-holds are reached 
which aid the balance in bringing the right foot across, and so on, to 
a secure ledge at the foot of a fifteen-foot steep rock corner which 
rather overhangs. This movement is clearly shown in the lower 
photograph, where the climber, having made good his finger-holds, 
is bringing his right foot over. The corner negotiated, the leader 
will find a good belay at the foot of the gully, and looking up the 
Pinnacle towers overhead. This is reached by climbing up the left 
side of the gully until you are eventually able to sit astride the 
wedge-shaped Pinnacle, standing right out from the main mass. 
The prospect is now sensational, as there is a sheer drop on either 
side, and behind one of some two to three hundred feet on to the 
scree below.

The upper photograph, which is taken just below the Pinnacle, 
gives a capital impression of the approach to it. Derwentwater and 
the Ullock Pike ridge of Skiddaw are seen in the background.

The neck between the Pinnacle and the perpendicular arete above 
is a boulder, which rocks slightly and needs care. Taking off from 
this boulder you have about forty feet with good holds straight up 
the arete, as a grand exit to a sensational finish.

I might add, the gully mentioned is the same as that described 
under the heading of " Black Crag Gully," on pages 144 and 145 
of Abraham's " British Mountain Climbs," which, judging from 
the view obtained below the Pinnacle, is hereabouts of wide 
scoop section, very steep, greasy, and apparently devoid of holds; 
in fact, it looks impracticable.

E.. MANNING.


